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Three transformational developments flowed from Van Gend en Loos: the central symbols
and ideals of EU law; an autonomous legal order with more power than traditional trea-
ties; and a system of individual rights and duties. The judgment also set out how each of
these developments was to be deployed. The symbols and ideals were set out to proclaim EU
authority rather than to go to what the EU did. What the EU did was, above all, government
through law. The EU legal order was conceived, above all, therefore, as a vehicle for the expres-
sion of EU government. This, in turn, shaped the allocation of individual rights which were
predominantly granted only where they furthered the realization of the collective objectives
of EU government. Conceiving EU law as governmental law also left a profound and negative
effect on EU legal meaning. This became shaped by EU law being reduced to something to
sustain activities valued by EU government rather than to provide a wider, more emancipa-
tory imaginary.
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