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In the Elahi-nama by Farid al-Din ‘Attar

(12th century)

Oh elusive presence where are you
If you are not with me then where
are you

My eyes are illuminated by you
My heart is also acquainted by you

Come and invite my eyes and heart
Otherwise draw a sword and take
my life

From all the beauty and gifts of the
universe
| see naught but half a life

Why not lose what remains with you
As without you | do not need a
hundred lives

You took my heart or else with you
present I'd be limitless

In your absences nothing but
dissipation is my lot

| would not for a moment hesitate to
love you

As I'd never take my heart away from
the soul

| set the pain of your love in my soul
| cast out this mind engulfed with
you toward the wilderness

As without your presence | have
neither heart nor religion remain

Why have you left me wandering
like this?

SHas s cile ) Y
S AT e G4

Al ) (Aldg ) aadia
20 83 Sl Al

OS lagaa 1y da g i 5l
S Ol 2l R gias K

e Sla Caard ) 2an
Sl a5 alnal

Aok 553 Ol el s
P PR ENE S SO PR L

el s Kysadal

a8 55 Gl G a0

eSS 0l Jaadaal oSG 5 3
oo el da Rom e as
e pgdiee Ol 8 Bl ot

e i O 03 58 ) e

a4 paile JaAiCuy ) (o s>

EJIL(2021), Vol. 32 No. 4, 1559-1560

https://doi.org/10.1093/ejil/chab112




1560

EJIL 32 (2021), 1559-1560

Last Page

Without your face | am mute like the
face of a dinar

Your love has led me to solitude
facing the wall

| have not seen anyone comparable
to you

| have not seen a cypress tree like
you

If you arrive, I'll be free once more
And if not, | will go wherever | am

| take a light with every finger
And look for you in every desert
and garden

If you appear in front of me, like
the brilliant light of a candle

Otherwise consider me an
extinguished light
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